
TABLE 1: Concentrations of progesterone measured with Coat-A-Count® radioimmunoassay and Immulite® 1000 LKPW1 at important times during oestrus in bitches.

	Stage during the oestrous cycle
	Minimum
	Twenty-fifth percentile 

	Median
	Seventy-fifth percentile 

	Maximum
	Mean
	s.d.
	n
	p

	On the day that RIA exceeded 6 nmol/L
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIA
	6.2
	7.0
	8.1
	9.3
	10.5
	8.11
	1.38
	32
	0.0354*

	Immulite
	4.1
	6.2
	7.1
	8.3
	14.2
	7.65
	2.09
	32
	-

	On the day that RIA exceeded 16 nmol/L
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIA
	16.2
	20.2
	23.0
	28.3
	52.6
	24.67
	7.43
	35
	< 0.001**

	Immulite
	13.5
	15.7
	20.0
	24.8
	50.9
	21.43
	7.87
	35
	-

	On the first or only day of the LH surge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIA
	1.5
	4.9
	6.2
	7.4
	10.0
	6.06
	2.09
	27
	0.007***

	Immulite
	1.1
	4.0
	5.6
	7.0
	9.1
	5.41
	1.96
	27
	-

	Two days after the first or only day of the LH surge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIA
	5.0
	9.5
	10.7
	12.5
	22.2
	11.58
	3.71
	27
	0.001

	Immulite
	3.8
	8.3
	9.5
	11.7
	18.8
	10.08
	2.96
	27
	-

	Three days after the first or only day of the LH surge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIA
	9.8
	15.2
	17.8
	23.0
	28.5
	18.95
	5.30
	25
	< 0.001**,***

	Immulite
	9.9
	13.5
	15.1
	20.2
	28.8
	16.73
	4.68
	25
	-


s.d., standard deviation; RIA, radioimmunoassay; LH, Luteinizing hormone.
*, One-tailed sign test, testing whether the median concentration of progesterone measured with Immulite is lower than that for radioimmunoassay.

**, One-tailed signed rank test, testing whether the median concentration of progesterone measured with Immulite is lower than that for radioimmunoassay.

***, One-tailed paired t-test test, testing whether the mean concentration of progesterone measured with Immulite is lower than that for radioimmunoassay.

