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Book review — Boekresensie

International animal health code:
Mammals, birds and bees, 10th edn

2001. Office International des Épizooties, Paris, soft cover, 485 pp., price C45, ISBN 92-9044-526-2.

The Office International des Épizooties is to be
congratulated on achieving publication of the 2001
edition of the Code long before the end of 2001.
The code consists, as before, of sections relating to
general provisions (definitions, notification, obli-
gations and ethics, import risk analysis including a
chapter on biologicals for veterinary use, import/
export procedures), recommendations applicable
to specific diseases, and appendices. The appendi-
ces contain valuable guidelines for diagnostic tests
for international trade, collection and processing
of semen and embryos/ova, health control and
hygiene (with particular reference to poultry and
bee-keeping), quarantine recommendations, inac-
tivation of pathogens and vectors, transport of
animals, and epidemiological surveillance sys-
tems. The final section is devoted to model inter-
national veterinary certificates.

While the layout remains virtually identical to
the previous issue, various important changes and
improvements have been made. A new definition,
‘Official control programme’, has been added.
Section 1.2 has been rearranged in a way that users
will find more logical and easy to follow. The title
has been changed to ‘Obligations and ethics in in-
ternational trade’. As before, the section comprises
two chapters, but the general obligations and
ethics, including harmonisation of methods and
accountability, are covered in the 1st chapter, while
the 2nd chapter is devoted completely to certifica-
tion procedure. The chapter on international
transfer and laboratory containment of animal
pathogens has been rearranged so that the table
providing guidance on the level of laboratory con-

tainment required is printed on facing pages for
easier perusal. Requirements for importation of
ova or embryos derived in vivo and in vitro have
been added to the chapter on contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia, and for embryos/ova derived
in vitro in the chapters on foot-and-mouth disease,
leptospirosis and bovine brucellosis. The chapter
on bluetongue has been extensively revised, with
more detail on the determination of status, surveil-
lance, and an increase in the infective period from
60 to 100 days. The appendix (3.2.1) relating to
bovine semen has been extensively revised. Sur-
veillance and monitoring systems for BSE have
been expanded to include fallen stock and other
unnatural deaths in cattle over 24 months of age.
For readers like myself, with a particular interest in
pig diseases, there are some disappointments. A
sentence has been added to the chapter on African
swine fever relating to lifelong carrier status that is
not supported scientifically, and the chapter is
generally in need of revision. The recommenda-
tions for importation of pigs free from porcine
progressive atrophic rhinitis should include a
diagnostic test, and the disease is presented non-
specifically as a single entity, which it is not. While
certain shortcomings are inevitable in such a com-
prehensive work, it is definitely mandatory read-
ing for all who are concerned in animal health in
general and in the import/export of animals in
particular.
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