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To the editor — Aan die redakteur

A report of anthrax in cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus) in Botswana

In November 2004, 3 cheetahs (Acinonyx
jubatus) died in captivity while held by

Cheetah Conservation Botswana in their
transit enclosures. A 6-month-old cub
died within 24 hours and 2 adults died
within 36 hours of being fed red harte-
beest (Alcelaphus buselaphus) meat from
the Jwana Game Park, Jwaneng, Bot-
swana. The cub’s neck had a slight ventral
oedema and one of the adults vomited 12
hours prior to death. At death, a bloody
nasal discharge and scleral congestion
were present in all three cheetahs. An-
thrax was suspected and blood smears
were taken from the cheetahs and liver
impression smears from the hartebeest.
These smears, taken to the National Veter-
inary Laboratory in Gaborone, were
stained with polychrome methylene blue
(M’Fadyean stain reaction)8. All showed
the typical presence of Bacillus anthracis
bacilli. Their typical M’Fadyean stained
presence is considered pathognomonic

for anthrax2

These episodes confirm previous obser-
vations1,4,5,7 that cheetahs are susceptible
to anthrax and that anthrax can strike at
virtually any zoo and wildlife farming
facility where carcasses from the field are
used2,3.

In future all cheetahs being held in the
Jwana Game Park by Cheetah Conserva-
tion Botswana will be immunized against
anthrax. It has been shown that the live
spore vaccine (Sterne strain 34F2) elicits
an immune response and is safe for use in
cheetah.9

All meat fed to the cheetahs will also be
inspected and tested for anthrax.6
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