
bilisation with halothane. 
As it causes a rapid, smooth induction 

and is rapidly metabolised, propofol may 
be a useful induction agent in the an­
aesthetic management of diaphragma­
tic hernias, where nipid access to the air­
way is needed, and in the anaesthetic 
management of the English Bulldog. In 
the latter case, a rapid ac~ess to the airway 
and a rapid recovery with early return of 
protective reflexes is desirable as a result 
of this breed's potential to develop an up­
per airway obstruction syndrome. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
I would like to thank the final year 
veterinary students of the Faculty of 
Veterinary Science, University of Pre­
toria for their assistance in this study and 
Mrs B Noble and Miss E Tshipo for their 
secretarial assistance. 

REFERENCES 
1. Brearley J C, Kellagher REB, Hall L W 1988 

Propofol anaesthesia in cats. Journal of Small 
Animal Practice 29: 315-322 

2. Briggs L P, White M 1985 The effects of 

premedication on anaesthesia with propofol 
('Diprivan'). Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 
35·37 

3. Doenicke· A, Lorenz W, Stanworth D, Duka 
Th, Glen J B 1985 Effects of propofol ('Di­
privan') on histamine release, immunoglo­
bulin levels and activation of complement in 
healthy volunteers. Postgraduate Medical Jour­
nal 61: 15-20 

4. Doze V A, Shafer A, White P F 1988 Propofol­
nitrous oxide versus thiopental-isoflurane­
nitrous oxide for general anaesthesia. Anesthe­
siology 69: 63-71 

5. Gilroy B A 1988 Preanaesthetic physical ex­
amination and evaluation. In: Paddle1ford R R 
(ed) Manual of Small Animal Anaesthesia. 
Churchill Livingstone, New York: II 

6. Glen J B, Hunter S C, Blackburn T P, Wood P 
1985 Interaction studies and other investi­
gations of the pharmacology of propofol 
('Diprivan'). Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 
7-14 

7. Goodchild C S, Serrao J M 1989 Cardiovascular 
effects of propofol in the anaesthetized dog. 
British Journal of Anaesthesiology 63: 87-92 

8. Grahame-Smith D G, Aronson J K 1988 Oxford 
Textbook of Clinical Pharmacology and Drug 
Therapy. Oxford University Press, Oxford: 
545-546 

9. Hall L W, Chambers J P 1987 A clinical trial of 
propofol infusion anaesthesia in dogs. Journal 
of Small Animal Practice 28: 623-637 

10. Mackensie N, Grant I S 1985 Propofol 
('Diprivan') for continuous intravenous 
anaesthesia. A comparison with methohexitone. 
Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 70-75 

Book review/Boekresensie 

II. McCollum J S C, Dundee J W, Halliday N J, 
Clarke R S J 1985 Dose response studies with 
propofol ('Diprivan') in un premedicated pa­
tients. Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 85-87 

12. Morgan D W T, Legge K 1989 Clinical eva­
luation of propofol as an intravenous an­
aesthetic agent in cats and dogs. Veterinary 
Record 124: 31-33 

13. Robinson F P, Dundee J W, Halliday N J 1985 
Age affects the induction dose of propofol 
('Diprivan'). Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 
157-159 

14. Rolly G, Versichelen L, Herregods L 1985 
Cumulative experience with propofol 
('Diprivan') as an agent for the induction and 
maintenance of anaesthesia. Postgraduate 
Medical Journal 61: 96-100 

15. Sebel P S Lowdon J D 1989 Propofol: a 
new intravenous anaesthetic agent. Anesthe­
siology 71: 260-277 

16. Servin F, Desmonts J M, Haberer J P, Cock­
shott I D, Plummer G F, Farinotti R 1988 
Pharmacokinetics and protein binding of pro­
pofol in patients with cirrhosis. Anesthesiology 
69: 887-891 

17. Uppington J, Kay N H, Sear J W 1985 Propofol 
('Diprivan') as a supplement to nitrous oxide­
oxygen for the maintenance of anaesthesia. 
Postgraduate Medical Journal 61: 80-83 

18. Utting J E, Fahy L, Van Mourik G A 1985 A 
comparison of thiopentone and propofol 
('Diprivan') for induction of anaesthesia 
(Abstract). P.ostgraduate Medical Journal 61: 84 

19. Watkins S B, Hall L W, Clarke K W 1987 Pro­
pofol as an intravenous anaesthetic agent in 
dogs. Veterinary Record 120: 326-329 

EQUINE PRACTICE THE "IN PRACTICE" 
HANDBOOKS 

E BODEN (EDITOR) 

1st Edition. Bailliere TindalI, W.B. Saunders, 24-28 Oval Road, London, NWI 7DX, 
1991. pp X and 300, 34 tables, 21 diagrams and 149 plates. 

The compilation of articles in this book offers an update on a variety of topics in equine 
medicine, surgery and theriogenology. 

While many of the articles are descriptive in nature, they introduce the reader to 
valuable diagnostic aids such as palpebral nerve blocks for the examination of the 
blepharospastic eye. 

In those articles where surgical techniques are outlined, the step-by-step description is 
coupled to good quality plates and diagrams which capably qualify the technique under 
discussion. 

A major proportion of the book is reserved for the different aspects of forelimb lameness 
and the author provides a concise summary of the approaches to lameness diagnosis and 
treatment. Where possible, different conditions are illustrated by good quality 
radiographs and the anatomical landmarks associated with the different nerve blocks 
receive appropriate attention. 

The section dealing with cardiology, highlights the general theme of the book, in that a 
sound clinical evaluation will remain invaluable for a correct diagnosis, and while EeG 
tracings would have been a valuable adjunct to the conditions described, not all practi­
tioners have access to such facilities and hence have to rely on their own skills to formulate 
the correct diagnosis and an appropriate treatment strategy. 

For the above reason in itself, the book is to be recommended for its review of establish­
ed procedures and as an insight into current developments in the various fields. Both 
potential and current equine practitioners will benefit from this publication. 

R.D. Kirkpatrick 
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